June 10, 1999

Those who wish to submit written
statements should write to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C.
20510. For further information, please
call Mark Rey at (202) 224-6170.

AUTHORITY OF COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSE, AND HOUSING,
AND URBAN AFFAIRS

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, June 10, 1999, to conduct a
hearing on ‘“Export Control Issues in
the Cox Report.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Thursday, June 10, 1999, at 9:30 a.m.
on S. 798-the PROTECT Act (Promote
online transactions to encourage com-
merce and trade).
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, June 10, for purposes of con-
ducting a full committee hearing
which is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m.
The purpose of this oversight hearing
is to receive testimony on the report of
the National Recreation Lakes Study
Commission.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, the Fi-
nance Committee requests unanimous
consent to conduct a hearing on Thurs-
day, June 10, 1999 beginning at 10:00
a.m. in room 215 Dirksen.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Govern-
ment Affairs Committee be permitted
to meet on Thursday, June 10, 1999 at
10:00 a.m. for a hearing on Dual-Use
and Munitions List Export Control
Processes and Implementation at the
Department of Energy.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet for
a hearing on ‘“ESEA: Special Popu-
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lations” during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, June 10, 1999, at 10:00
a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet for a hearing re The Competi-
tive Implications of the Proposed
Goodrich/Coltec Merger, during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, June
10, 1999, at 2:00 p.m., in SD226.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet for an executive business
meeting during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, June 10, 1999.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday June 10, 1999 at
2:00 p.m. to hold a hearing on intel-
ligence matters.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee’s Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations be
permitted to meet on Thursday, June
10, 1999 at 2:00 p.m. for a hearing on the
topic of ‘““‘Home Health Care: Will the
New Payment System & Regulatory
Overkill Hurt Our Seniors?”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NEAR EASTERN AND SOUTH

ASIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that subcommittee
on Near Eastern and South Asian Af-
fairs authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday June
10, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. to hold a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REGARDING HORATIO ALGER
AWARD RECIPIENT LESLIE JONES

e Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, on March
9th of this year, 105 students—out of
80,000 applicants nationwide—were se-
lected to receive the prestigious Hora-
tio Alger Award, an honor bestowed
each year on students and adults who
excel despite significant adversity.

One of those recipients was Leslie
Jones, a 16-year-old student from
White Station High School in Mem-
phis, Tennessee who, despite brain sur-
gery to remove a tumor and medical
complications that damaged her vision
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and rendered her facial muscles incapa-
ble of managing even a smile, will nev-
ertheless graduate with her class this
year—with honors. Her high school was
also recognized as a Horatio Alger
School of Excellence.

Despite physical setbacks that kept
her from attending classes, Leslie used
a homebound teacher to keep up with
her studies. When her eyes crossed and
refused to cooperate, she—as her teach-
er described it—‘‘just covered one eye
with her palm and continued on.”
When asked if the homework was too
much, Leslie never once said yes, even
when some work had to be done over
because faulty vision caused her to
miss some lines on the page.

In the essay which helped her win the
competition over tens of thousands of
others, Leslie wrote that despite the
pity, the lack of understanding, and
even the alienation of other people, she
never once lost faith in her own ability
to focus on her goals. “‘In my heart,”
she said, ‘I know my dreams are great-
er than the forces of adversity and I
trust that, by the way of hope and for-
titude, I shall make these dreams a re-
ality.”

And so she has. Yet, what is perhaps
even more remarkable than the cour-
age and determination with which she
pursued her dreams, is the humility
with which she has accepted her hard-
earned reward.

When 1,900 students gathered to
honor her achievement, she down
played her accomplishment saying in-
stead that everyone possesses the same
ability to rise above adversity. Rather
than dwell on her medical problems,
she insists that they don’t define who
she is.

Emphasizing the power of positive
thinking, the Italian author, Dr. Piero
Ferrucci, once observed, ‘“‘How often—
even before we begin—have we declared
a task ‘impossible’? How often have we
construed a picture of ourselves as in-
adequate? A great deal depends upon
the thought patterns we choose and on
the persistence with which we affirm
them.”

Mr. President, Leslie Jones stands as
a testament to the truth of those words
just as surely as White Station High
School proves that public institutions
committed to helping students achieve
can be a major influence in helping
them shape a positive future for them-
selves and others. Both the school, and
especially the student, deserve our ad-
miration, our praise, and our thanks—
all of which I enthusiastically extend
on behalf of all the people of Tennessee
and, indeed, all Americans every-
where.®

TRIBUTE TO GOVERNOR JOHN
McKEITHEN

e Mr. BREAUX. Mr. President, last
week Louisiana lost of one its most
prominent sons. An era passed into his-
tory with the death of former Governor
John McKeithen, who served his state
with distinction as governor during the
turbulent years of 1964 to 1972.
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